
A Regency satinwood occasional table, by George Oakley Sold

1 Cave Decorative Arts

12 Clarendon Cross • London • W11 4AP

020 7221 3700 • 07775 567 599 • richard@cavedecorativearts.com • www.cavedecorativearts.com



REF: 1014 

Height: 77 cm (30.3") 

Width: 49 cm (19.3") 

Depth:  42 cm (16.5") 

Description

A fine early 19th century satinwood occasional table with ebony inlay and crossbanded in calamander, by
George Oakley, with a pull-out silk covered fire screen, the frieze drawer revealing a red leather writing
surface with compartments for pens and inkwell, standing on turned tapering satinwood legs further
embellished with ribbed ornament in ebony, terminating in brass cups and casters.

George Oakley (1773-1840) was a highly regarded cabinet-maker of late 18th and early 19th century
London with a large number of shops and warehouses to his name. He was praised in 1801 in the following
note taken from The Journal des Luxus und der Moderne (Weimar): 'all people with taste buy their furniture
at Oakley's (sic), the most tasteful of the London cabinet-makers' (R. Edwards, ed., The Dictionary of
English Furniture Makers, Woodbridge, Suffolk, 1954, p.11).

The strong contrast between the rich satinwood and dark calamander veneers, together with the use of
ebony stringing and banding, are found in pieces associated with George Oakley and particularly with
furniture supplied for his most celebrated commission for Charles Madryll Cheere at Papworth Hall,
Cambridgeshire. Among the surviving provenanced furniture from the Papworth commission are a card
table in R. Edwards (op. cit., p.202), a set of quartetto tables sold Christie's, April 1992 and a bookcase
belonging to the late Major Derek Parker-Bowles, sold Christie's, December 1977.
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